An MCM gem in Oklahoma
reveals an artist’s style.
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By Carrie McGonkey | Photography by Mel Willis
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n the late 1980s, artist Ric Miller was working as a graphic

d a model
for a print-a aign. He w ay guy
to portray an older male relax

“I thought of George, my fri

hair!

George Seminoff was a respected loc
througheout Oklahoma C
cle He agreed to be
campaign was a success, Neither man could have imagined,
however, the impact that George's work would have on Ric’s
personal life ye

AN UNEXPECTED LISTING

Ric had grown out of his rock-cottage starter home by the
micl-'#08s and began 1o hunt fo nent place
to nest, He pictured movi e that

would showcase his unigue furniture collection. "Mom liked
to refinish furniture and Dad liked the bidding proce
ue so | had a houseful '
A friend of Ric's who lived in Tw

on built in the mid-"50
OLDIMG A FLACE OF HOMOR BESIDE THE

FROMT DOOR 15 A PAINTING BY FORMER
CWMER AND "KITCHEN-TABLE ARTIST™

pe someone buys this house who appreciates it

AN ARTIST'S HOME
The design of the 1962 hom
miles of glass, was far from the

but h

»d and
ioned for hi

WHAT SHE HAD." THE PAINTIR

Ri
pe 1M THE ENTEY HALL 15 AN

Idn‘t get the unique property off his mind_ “Driving
m the curved grave! dri

& | was
leaving the busy city behind,” he says,

RiC REMECHED LIMITED WALL SPACE ON WHICH TO DISPLAY ART BY DESIGHI

THE PEDESTALS JEEM IM EACH NER OF THE LIVING ROOM. HEAVY CUSTOM

DRAPERIES THR AUT THE HOUSE THAT WERE OBSTRUCTING THE VIEW WERE
REMOVED, DOMATED TO A LOCAL NOMNPROFIT AND REPLAC WITH PINPOINT
ROLLER SHADES. MATURA, ME SU

' BUUR THE LINES BETWEEN THE HOME"S

UMCHMNG THE FIREFLACE TRANSITIONS
IMTC THE PATIO WALLS




. g o e T A =
]

T "

'\E
br
f
‘1—_‘_‘_‘.-‘__
- —
o e —
J ¥ ﬁ_‘ B
h‘ h-'v

' FALL 2023

i

3

P o

"

VY

_—
_—

|

THE LIV

*

antiques-loving parents to a




SETTLING IN

Virginia had kept the 2,000-square-foot house in remarkable

laced the - 0
'old doors throughout the ho

The artist provided historic clues for future owners, however:

oatmeal color.

"The ld daors had all been vari ades of green and

c npany. “In the mid-"90s, cork floors
xtinct,” he says, "but they agreed to tackle the
h the understanding that if it didn't wark | could always
replace h somethi

THE PERFECT FIT

rking,” he say
Id nearly the entire furniture
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Iwas an art student at the U Oklahoma, ane of my

s asked us to create a piace

style of cubes and lines that locked like an aerial view of a
Ric's undergraduate painting had n

s home's dé But fi horm
years old and felt like when I maov
I had finally come inta my own,” R

t just as hiz gym buddy
rge Semincff had portrayed in the ad campaign so many
i And Virginia O ish that the house
: Iel: Rie

TO THE RIGHT OF THE CARPO
ANYTHING HE E DIFFERENT: "GARDEM STORAGE™ ROOM WITH FLOO CEILIN
THOUT HES! M, HE 5AID, THERMOPANE 1 MG IEEMEA PACE, STAIRS LEAD TO A
LD 14 PEOPLE. "AT THE TIME. IT WAS THE
VIBGIMLA OCKERSHAUSER INSTALLED CUSTOM BROMZE R “BUT LI 1M THE

THAT WASH'T A O B THEM."" IN THE 1%

THESE. ALONG WITH THE SHADE-FROVID CVERHANGS THAT
SEMIMOFF D |, KEEP THE ELECTRIC BILLS MAMNAGEABLE




CONTAINING A SUDING GLASS DOOR, CLOSET AND A SEPARATE DOOR THAT OPENS

TG THE HALLWAY, WHAT SEMINOFF DESIGNED AS “BEDROOM 837 TODWY SERVES AS A
STUCHO FOR THE ARTISTS. THE CIGAR LIGHT WAS RESCUED FROM FRIEMDS IN CALIFORNIA
WHO HAD IT STORED I A BACK CLOSET AND THE PAIMTING 15 THE FIRST THAT RIC

CREATED AFTER MOWING INTO: HIS MEW HOME.

VE: THE PRIMARY BEDROCM, WITH A VIEW OF THE HISTORIC TWIN HILLS GOLF COURSE,
DISPLAYS ORIGINAL PENDANT LIGHTS, & SWITCH PLATE LOCATED NEAR THE MIGHTSTAND CORNTAING
SIX BUTTONS THAT CONTROL SOFFIT LIGHTING HIDDEN IM THE EXTERIOR OVERHANG. "IF YOU
MEED TO TURN THE QUTROOR UGHTS OMN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MIGHT, YOU DONT EVEMN HAVE
TC LEAVE THE BEDI® RIC S4¥S, BELOW. THE HOME'S LANDSCAPING DOUBLES AS AN ART GALLERY,
WITH SCULPTURES BY RIC, BILL HAWK AND JOHM WOLF ON PROMINENT CHSPLAY. TO CREATE AN
ATTRACTIVE PRIVACY BARRIER, RIC PLANTED EVERGREEN ALLEGHANY VIBURNUM SHRUES ALOMNG
THREE SIDES OF THE HOUSE, THE FOURTH SIDE OF WHICH BORDERS THE TWIN HILLS GOLF COURSE
“BEFORE YOU ASK—NO. WE HAVE MEVER HAD A BROKEN WINDOW!® RIC SAYS

"The light through the windows
is the best to paint by," Ric says.
“You'we heard of the great artist's
light in our American Southwest? It
may not compare to a snow day at
our house." &

SEE RESOURCES, PAGE 54
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EDT
PLE TREI

OCAL LEGEND:
GEORGE SEMINOFF

One of Oklahoma ciived anchil live Cdaboman G
5 bom in the O

Sameroll thg.jn a pll'llhr' carenr g ¥ of Oklaboma Ci
Century Modem commercial and residential siructures

CANE P i
tarful additions 1o the house
Mheni aviarnd from i

noffs’ home and it app
g In 1586,
t He zaid,




